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THE PORT OF BALTIMORE’S WATERBOURNE COMMERCE 
2016

Summary:

The Port of Baltimore consists of public marine terminals owned 
by the Maryland Port Administration (MPA) and privately owned 
marine terminals. Approximately 90% of all general cargo tons 
move through the MPA’s public terminals, while the private 
terminals handled most of the Port’s bulk commodities.

The Port of Baltimore’s foreign cargo tons dropped to 31.8 
million tons in 2016 – a decrease of 1.7% from 2015 while the 
overall value declined 2.4% to $49.9 billion.  

Bulk cargos make up approximately 64% of all international cargo 
tons moving through the Port of Baltimore yet bulk cargos are 
only responsible for approximately 5% of the total value.  Bulk 
imports of salt declined by 1.6 million tons in 2016 due to the 
mild winter of 2015/2016 and were the biggest contributor to 
the Port’s overall decline in tons.

In 2016, the MPA set another record in containers (with 869,485 
TEUs) and also set a new high in total general cargo tons with 
10.1 million tons.

The Port of Baltimore is ranked as the 14th largest port in the USA 
in terms of foreign cargo tonnage and 9th largest in terms of 
dollar value.

Definitions:

Foreign Cargo excludes domestic cargo that moves between U.S. 
ports and between the U.S. mainland and its territories (i.e. 
Puerto Rico).  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers reports domestic 
cargo shipments for the U.S. ports, but this data is not made 
available until nearly a year after the Census Bureau’s foreign 
cargo data is released.  

The vast majority of domestic waterborne cargo within the Port 
of Baltimore consists of coal, petroleum products, sand and 
gravel moving within the Chesapeake Bay or to nearby ports 
along the U.S. East Coast.  

The U.S. Census Bureau’s data used in this report compiles data 
by ports within the U.S.  When ranking ports on a national basis, 
ports operating under the same port authority are combined, 
such as New York / Newark and Savannah / Brunswick.

Data Sources: 

All data comes from the U.S. Census’ USA Trade Online 
website unless otherwise noted.
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Port of Baltimore
Foreign Waterborne Commerce

(Billions of Dollars)

2

27.875 29.189

19.397

27.029

30.753
32.078 31.752

33.853
35.759 35.853

13.944
16.125

10.720

14.267

20.485
21.773 21.002

18.611

15.373
14.037

41.820 42.314

30.117

41.296

51.239

53.851 52.754
52.464

51.132

49.890

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Import Export Total

$
 B

ill
io

n
s



Port of Baltimore
Foreign Waterborne Commerce

(Millions of Tons)
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Port of Baltimore- Foreign Waterborne Commerce

Year POB Import Tons POB Import Value POB Export Tons POB Export Value POB Total Tons POB Total Value

2007 19,519,823 $        27,875,259,170 11,116,857 $    13,944,335,373 30,636,679 $  41,819,594,543 

2008 17,964,821 $        29,188,567,810 14,968,249 $    16,125,009,879 32,933,070 $  45,313,577,689 

2009 12,144,907 $        19,396,803,105 10,045,280 $    10,720,308,837 22,190,187 $  30,117,111,942

2010 15,244,276 $        27,029,172,560 17,323,675 $    14,267,216,521 32,567,952 $  41,296,389,081 

2011 13,989,106 $        30,753,358,644 23,637,396 $    20,485,408,678 37,626,502 $  51,238,767,322

2012 12,933,871 $        32,085,968,452 23,734,091 $    21,804,555,745 36,667,962 $  53,890,524,197

2013 10,877,436 $        31,751,718,755 19,552,671 $    21,001,792,536 30,430,107 $  52,753,511,291

2014 12,759,986 $        33,853,278,119 16,750,213 $    18,610,710,893 29,510,199 $  52,464,007,012

2015 14,703,255 $        35,773,343,657 17,755,547 $    15,381,111,829 32,458,802 $  51,154,455,486

2016 13,802,320 $        35,875,592,829 18,032,687 $    14,039,548,540 31,835,006 $  49,915,141,369

Year U.S.A. Total Tons
POB U.S.A. Market 

Share
Mid-Atlantic Tons

POB

Mid-Atlantic

Market Share

2007 1,514,864,403 2.02% 258,002,970 11.88%

2008 1,502,616,909 2.19% 268,056,932 12.32%

2009 1,321,922,617 1.68% 225,058,743 9.94%

2010 1,438,956,660 2.26% 237,406,706 13.85%

2011 1,479,925,660 2.54% 257,223,371 14.71%

2012 1,424,272,795 2.57% 249,609,131 14.69%

2013 1,388,288,336 2.19% 237,131,927 12.86%

2014 1,419,394,175 2.08% 223,884,668 13.19%

2015 1,394,858,674 2.33% 213,258,058 15.22%

2016 1,416,180,227 2.25% 224,678,034 14.17%

Note:  Mid-Atlantic Ports are those ports located in the U.S Customs districts of New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore and Norfolk .
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Top U.S. Port Rankings - Exports
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RANK U.S. PORT 2016 2015

1 Houston 99,748,586 95,927,763 

2 New Orleans 82,510,350 72,657,722 

3 Gramercy 44,358,511 46,415,779 

4 Norfolk-Newport News 38,661,725 41,551,834 

5 Corpus Christi 28,402,639 26,109,692 

6 NW Ports (Seattle/Tacoma) 24,528,439 20,648,240 

7 Long Beach 23,422,171 23,921,891 

8 Baton Rouge 21,166,074 16,406,634 

9 Port Arthur 19,368,654 21,464,984 

10 Los Angeles 19,250,669 18,497,595 

11 Georgia Ports 18,449,980 19,449,454 

12 BALTIMORE 18,032,687 17,755,547 

13 Beaumont 7,151,883 15,137,301 

14 New York 16,573,902 16,312,219 

15 Lake Charles 14,112,853 10,652,594 

16 Mobile 13,547,763 16,030,801 

17 Kalama, WA 13,239,493 11,577,240 

18 Texas City 11,827,306 14,465,171 

19 Portland, OR 11,620,091 9,847,618 

20 Longview, WA 11,409,457 9,048,595 

21 Oakland 10,394,430 10,247,133 

22 Pascagoula 8,625,721 8,472,157 

23 South Carolina Ports 7,995,942 8,004,223 

24 Vancouver, WA 6,818,308 6,057,523 

25 Philadelphia 6,156,437 4,689,972 

All U.S. Ports 674,102,517 655,301,193 

RANK U.S. PORT 2016 2015

1 Houston $ 63,304 $ 76,747 

2 New York $ 42,312 $ 46,654 

3 Los Angeles $ 32,666 $ 31,691 

4 Long Beach $ 32,472 $ 31,076 

5 Georgia Ports $ 29,492 $ 31,604 

6 Norfolk-Newport News $ 27,828 $ 30,725 

7 New Orleans $ 26,667 $ 25,293 

8 South Carolina Ports $ 25,488 $ 27,637 

9 Oakland $ 18,440 $ 17,630 

10 NW Ports (Seattle/Tacoma) $ 16,633 $ 16,139 

11 BALTIMORE $ 14,040 $ 15,381 

12 Gramercy $ 12,655 $ 13,529 

13 Port Everglades $ 11,691 $ 13,224 

14 Corpus Christi $ 9,970 $ 9,913 

15 Miami $ 9,458 $ 10,260 

16 Jacksonville $ 6,041 $ 8,197 

17 Philadelphia $ 5,933 $ 5,600 

18 Beaumont $ 5,649 $ 5,965 

19 Texas City $ 5,648 $ 6,762 

20 Baton Rouge $ 5,509 $ 5,319 

21 Port Arthur $ 4,960 $ 6,156 

22 Mobile $ 4,842 $ 4,468 

23 San Juan $ 4,646 $ 4,755 

24 North Carolina Ports $ 4,509 $ 4,021 

25 Lake Charles $ 4,024 $ 3,882 

All U.S. Ports $ 475,496 $ 510,204 

Tons Value ($ millions)



Top U.S. Port Rankings - Imports
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RANK U.S. PORT 2016 2015

1 Houston 70,222,766 70,384,963 

2 New York 62,948,468 59,931,778 

3 Los Angeles 58,725,347 66,471,166 

4 New Orleans 39,527,029 37,713,732 

5 Port Arthur 32,202,419 33,908,648 

6 Morgan City 28,874,152 23,304,895 

7 Wilmington, DE 23,034,213 15,747,899 

8 Corpus Christi 22,301,050 24,724,838 

9 Long Beach 21,919,273 20,817,095 

10 Mobile 20,730,759 19,767,280 

11 Gramercy 20,180,976 21,120,842 

12 Lake Charles 19,647,263 19,674,971 

13 Georgia Ports 19,102,828 18,449,140 

14 Philadelphia 18,169,975 15,818,052 

15 NW Ports (Seattle/Tacoma) 15,818,386 15,565,007 

16 BALTIMORE 13,802,320 14,703,255 

17 South Carolina Ports 13,150,058 12,845,987 

18 El Segundo, CA 12,400,900 2,583,857 

19 Texas City 12,338,391 11,956,218 

20 Richmond, CA 11,905,621 13,059,773 

21 Norfolk-Newport News 11,651,976 10,834,766 

22 Boston 10,558,963 10,866,259 

23 Freeport, TX 10,190,164 11,787,641 

24 Baton Rouge 9,486,687 10,489,469 

25 Pascagoula 9,025,134 9,265,763 

All U.S. Ports 742,077,709 739,557,481 

RANK U.S. PORT 2016 2015

1 Los Angeles $ 239,730 $ 238,065 

2 New York $ 142,046 $ 154,369 

3 Georgia Ports $  71,141 $ 76,097 

4 NW Ports (Seattle/Tacoma) $ 58,577 $ 57,358 

5 Long Beach $ 55,550 $ 59,107 

6 Houston $ 49,616 $ 59,480 

7 Norfolk-Newport News $ 44,145 $ 43,233 

8 South Carolina Ports $ 44,137 $ 48,194 

9 BALTIMORE $ 35,876 $ 35,773 

10 Oakland $ 30,179 $ 27,660 

11 Philadelphia $ 19,192 $ 19,734 

12 Jacksonville $ 17,340 $ 15,737 

13 New Orleans $ 16,234 $ 19,293 

14 Miami $ 14,288 $ 14,773 

15 Port Everglades $ 10,421 $ 11,957 

16 Mobile $ 9,233 $ 9,269 

17 San Diego $ 8,340 $ 8,017 

18 Port Hueneme $ 8,281 $ 8,916 

19 Boston $ 7,557 $ 8,742 

20 Morgan City $ 7,475 $ 8,082 

21 Providence $ 7,429 $ 8,162 

22 Port Arthur $ 7,373 $ 10,623 

23 Wilmington, DE $ 6,913 $ 5,400 

24 Richmond, CA $ 6,223 $ 7,068 

25 Portland, OR $ 6,190 $ 5,682 

All U.S. Ports $ 1,001,531 $ 1,052,334 

Tons Value ($ millions)



Top U.S. Port Rankings – Total (Imports and Exports)
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RANK U.S. PORT 2016 2015

1 Houston 169,971,352 166,312,726 

2 New Orleans 122,037,379 110,371,454 

3 New York 79,522,371 76,243,997 

4 Los Angeles 77,976,017 84,968,761 

5 Gramercy 64,539,488 67,536,621 

6 Port Arthur 51,571,074 55,373,632 

7 Corpus Christi 50,703,689 50,834,530 

8 Norfolk-Newport News 50,313,702 52,386,600 

9 Long Beach 45,341,443 44,738,985 

10 NW Ports (Seattle/Tacoma) 40,346,825 36,213,246 

11 Georgia Ports 37,552,808 37,898,594 

12 Mobile 34,278,522 35,798,081 

13 Lake Charles 33,760,117 30,327,565 

14 BALTIMORE 31,835,006 32,458,802 

15 Baton Rouge 30,652,761 26,896,103 

16 Morgan City 29,047,785 23,677,790 

17 Wilmington, DE 24,672,278 17,617,539 

18 Philadelphia 24,326,412 20,508,024 

19 Texas City 24,165,698 26,421,389 

20 Beaumont 23,500,465 22,450,204 

21 South Carolina Ports 21,145,999 20,850,211 

22 Oakland 17,897,504 17,430,721 

23 Pascagoula 17,650,855 17,737,919 

24 Richmond, CA 15,419,237 17,183,613 

25 Freeport, TX 15,028,224 16,421,183 

All U.S. Ports 1,416,180,227 1,394,858,674 

RANK U.S. PORT 2016 2015

1 Los Angeles $ 272,396 $ 269,756 

2 New York $ 184,358 $ 201,023 

3 Houston $ 112,920 $ 136,227 

4 Georgia Ports $ 100,634 $ 107,701 

5 Long Beach $ 88,021 $ 90,183 

6 NW Ports (Seattle/Tacoma) $ 75,210 $ 73,497 

7 Norfolk-Newport News $ 71,973 $ 73,958 

8 South Carolina Ports $ 69,625 $ 75,831 

9 BALTIMORE $ 49,915 $ 51,154 

10 Oakland $ 48,618 $ 45,290 

11 New Orleans $ 42,901 $44,586 

12 Philadelphia $ 25,125 $25,334 

13 Miami $ 23,747 $25,033 

14 Jacksonville $ 23,380 $23,934 

15 Port Everglades $ 22,112 $ 25,182 

16 Gramercy $ 16,323 $ 17,886 

17 Corpus Christi $ 15,271 $ 16,887 

18 Mobile $ 14,075 $ 13,737 

19 Port Arthur $ 12,333 16,778 

20 Portland, OR $ 10,069 $ 9,492 

21 San Juan $10,052 10,697 

22 San Diego $ 9,531 $ 8,342 

23 Port Hueneme $ 9,525 $ 9,879 

24 Wilmington, DE $ 9,349 $ 8,036 

25 North Carolina Ports $ 9,167 $ 9,532 

All U.S. Ports $ 1,477,027 $ 1,562,538 

Tons Value ($ millions)



2016 Port of Baltimore Top Commodities / Trade Partners

Top Trading Partners

Export Country Export Tons Import Country Import Tons

India 4,661,199 Chile 1,388,192

Netherlands 2,800,473 China 1,263,954

South Korea 2,214,631 Brazil 1,208,731

Japan 1,906,240 Canada 1,190,889

Brazil 1,192,026 Russia 677,803

China 1,159,085 Germany 652,547

Ukraine 686,026 Japan 474,005

Germany 563,273 Finland 433,962

Canada 241,905 Spain 432,984

Spain 193,650 Netherlands 389,400

Top Commodities -Tons
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Export Commodity
Export 
Tons

Import Commodity
Import 
Tons

Coal 14,372,935 Salt 1,416,635

Waste Paper 954,941 Automobiles/Light Trucks 1,029,854

Automobiles/Light Trucks 392,568 Sugar 823,271

Ferrous Scrap 375,306 Oil (Petroleum / Bitumen) 624,533

Logs/Lumber 368,670 Slag 596,604

Agricultural Machinery 148,336 Gypsum 562,066

Oil (Petroleum / Bitumen) 136,590 Paper & Paperboard 411,607

Fork Lift Trucks 44,141 Aluminum, unwrought 399,762

Flat Rolled Steel Sheet 41,759 Plywood 379,453

Construction Machinery 41,114 Fertilizer 367,634

Soybeans 40,951 Wood Pulp 306,506

Export Commodity
Export 
Value

Import Commodity
Import 
Value

Automobiles/Light Trucks $ 3,869 Automobiles/Light Trucks $ 14,277

Agricultural  Machinery $ 1,225 Construction Machinery $ 1,161

Coal $ 942 Radioactive Chemical Elements $ 997

Civilian Aircraft & Parts $ 393 Agricultural Machinery $ 838

Special Purpose Vehicles $ 350 Aluminum, unwrought $ 664

Radar Apparatus $ 282 Tin, unwrought $ 473

Military Vehicles $ 279 Furniture $ 456

Automobiles Parts $ 271 Aluminum Plate/Sheet $ 425

Construction Machinery $ 250 Coffee $ 420

Radioactive Chemical Elements $ 241 Human Vaccines $ 419

Top Commodities - Value ($ millions)

Continent
Export Value 

($’000s)
Import Value 

($’000s)

Africa $ 1,084,364 $ 997,238

Asia $ 4,371,846 $ 11,217,687

Australia $ 873,300 $ 93,163

Europe $ 5,557,128 $ 19,139,567

North America $   79,843 $ 1,694,625

Central / S America $ 2,073,102 $ 2,733,313

Continent Export Tons Import Tons

Africa 146,120 525,250

Asia 10,407,542 3,115,534

Australia 106,191 42,062

Europe 5,263,292 4,782,360

North America 302,217 1,520,250

Central / S America 1,807,340 3,817,030



2016 POB Foreign Cargo Tons Breakdown
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General cargo products make up approximately 36% of the Port’s foreign cargo tonnage, but 
account for 95% of the Port’s foreign cargo value.



Bulk Cargo Summary (tons)
Export Commodity 2016 2015 Change

Coal 14,372,935 14,253,822 0.8%

Ferrous  Scrap 235,903 157,252 50.0%

Iron Ore 8,218 73,701 -88.8%

Other Bulk Exports 208,374 216,037 -3.5%

Total Bulk Exports 14,825,420 14,700,812 0.8%

Export General Cargo 3,207,281 3,054,734 5.0%

Total Export Cargo 18,032,701 17,755,546 1.6%
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Import Commodity 2016 2015 Change

Salt 1,416,635 3,077,396 -54.0%

Sugar 821,899 782,001 5.1%

Oil (not crude) 621,995 330,263 88.3%

Slag from Iron & Steel Mfg 596,604 362,645 64.5%

Gypsum 562,066 621,519 -9.6%

Fertilizers 364,463 326,629 10.6%

Alumina 293,634 293,970 0.0%

Petroleum Bitumen and Coke 273,223 185,424 47.4%

Petroleum Gases (LNG, etc) 125,863 207,419 -39.3%

Coal 118,034 10,411 1133.7%

Molasses 99,980 75,519 32.4%

Iron Ore 0 363,972 -100.0%

Limestone 0 121,400 -100.0%

Other Bulk Imports 388,610 84,966 88.3%

Total Bulk Imports 5,683,006 7,073,008 -19.7%

Import General Cargo 8,119,313 7,630,269 6.4%

Total Import Cargo 13,802,319 14,703,277 -6.1%



Maryland Port Administration Terminals – General Cargo
(millions of tons)
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Maryland Port Administration Container Summary
(millions of tons)
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Port of Baltimore - Automobiles and Light Trucks 
(Non-Containerized)
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Import/Exports between POB & Africa
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Imports/Export between POB and Africa (con’t)
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Import/Exports between POB & Asia
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Import/Exports between POB & Asia con’t

17



Import/Exports between POB & Australia / Oceania
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Import/Exports between POB & Europe
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Import/Exports between POB & Europe con’t
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Import/Exports between POB & North America
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Import/Exports between POB & Central / So America
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